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Statues  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


Frank  Vittor 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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TRADING    AND    ART   SALES 
OIL    PORTRAITS 


cleaning  -  restoring 
Phone  hemlock  2502 


HARRY  EICHLEAY  ART  CO. 

Fine  Original  Oil  Paintings 
for  homes,  hotels.  offices,  theatres  and  dealers 
-  f  1006  ARLINGTON   AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH,   PA. 


ZQ^ZA, 


/JVf^eC 


^ii^ovA^    ^Urftjy*^    &?sJ(j£s6c'&>#  tf^Vp&i^^toc^ 


I  chf~  ^ 


^«*U ^Sf 


• 


J 


!    • 


y  , 


• 


J4 


'  •        . 


■ 


> 


-  * 


n 


•' . 


- 


i  v-  :A 


-  ■» 


\ 


.   >    . 


K    J. 


.    ' 


\* 


\v 


.-• 


-    ' 


i 

,  V 

*J    - 


S 


JV 


• 


.,       ' 


1 


* 


- 


. 


' 


, . 


j 


\ 


,\- 


>- 1 


• 


r 


i 


U* 


•C*'"*%. 


\i£  I 


January  15,  l^kB 


Mr.  Berry  Slchleay 

1006  Arlington  Avenue 
Pittobur$i,  Pennsylvania 

My  deer  Mr.  Eichleey: 

I  do  not  think  you  need  to  aend  photographs  of  the 
busts  which  you  neve  for  sale  portraying  Abraham  Lincoln  ae  we 
are  quite  familiar  with  them.  It  la  merely  a  matter  of  traveling 
some  tine  to  see  them  If  they  are  etill  available  as  we  are  not 
fceenlj  Interested  In  them  but  mould  pick  them  up  if  the  price 
vas  right  end  they  seemed  desirable. 

I  em  lea  ring  for  a  three  month  Itinerary  on  the 
vest  coaat  so  would  not  be  able  to  do  anything  about  it  until 
I  return.  As  I  suggested,  however,  on  my  next  visit  to  Pitts- 
burgh X  will  stop  in  and  see  the  Lincoln  material. 

Tory  truly  yours, 


LAV :  JM  Director 

L  .A  .warren 
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RICHARD    P.    TINKHAM,    GENERAL   AGENT  Ht^.  12D1    CLARK    BUILDING 

PHONE:   BRANT  D215-6-7  ■ <  "  "    ^  '  P ITTS  B  U  R  D  H    2  2  ,    PEN  N  S  YLVAN  I A 


//s  na/np  indicates  its  character 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 


July  20,  1948 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

While  talking  with  our  Special  Agent  Robert  M. 
McBride  yesterday  he  gave  me  the  enclosed  card  from  Frank  Vittor 
sculptor  of  bronze  memorials.   He  tells  me  that  this  man  has 
an  excellent  bust  of  Lincoln  between  three  and  four  feet  high 
and  Bob  says  it  is  an  excellent  piece  of  work.  He  has  suggested 
that  the  next  time  you  are  in  this  vicinity,  you  might  want  to 
meet  this  man  and  see  the  work  he  is  doing.  He  is  also  going  to 
make  some  miniature  busts  of  Lincoln  and  some  slightly  larger  to 
sell  on  a  commercial  basis. 

I  enjoyed  very  much  seeing  you  in  New  York  and  I 
know  everyone  enjoyed  your  talks.   I  know  the  women  also  enjoyed 
your  talk  at  their  breakfast. 

With  kindest  personal  regards,  I  am 

Very  sincerely, 


Richard  P.  Tinkham 
General  Agent 


RPTrs 
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Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 
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Mr.  Bichard  P.  Tinkham  July  23,  19^8 

Pittsburgh  Off  ios 


My  clear  Mr,  Tinkham: 

Cianks  vary  much  for  the  inf orsatlon  about  Mr.  Vittor  and  the 
next  tlxae  ve  are  in  Pittsburgh  ve  vlll  not  fall  to  see  his  vork.     lfaank  you 
very  £iuoh  for  calling  to  attention  his  Lincoln  Interest    and  also  for  your 
own  complementary  note  about  my  speeches  at  Ifev  York. 

Very  truly  yours, 


L.  A.  Varren/DPB  Director 
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After  33-Year  Wait— 


Pittsburgh  Sculptor  Wins  Recognition 


Bust  of  Lincoln 
Cast  in  Bronze 

On  this  Lincoln's  Birthday,  a 
Pittsburgh  sculptor  has  just 
learned  that  his  33  years  of  plan- 
ning, work  and  waiting  to  honor 
Abraham  Lincoln  are  successful. 

A  year  from  today  Frank  Vit- 
tor's  massive  bust  of  the  hero, 
cast  in  bronze,  will  be  dedicated 
formally  in  what  is  to  be  its 
permanent  resting  place — the 
Lincoln  National  Museum  in 
Washington. 

In  1917  Vittor,  then  a  little- 
known  New  York  sculptor,  was 
on  his  way  to  Pittsburgh  to  ex- 
hibit his  works  at  the  Wunderly 
art  gallery  on  Oliver  Ave. 
Makes  Art  History 

The  80  bronzes  he  showed 
made  art  history  in  Pittsburgh. 
But  his  mind  already  was  more 
on  the  masterpiece — the  giant 
bust  of  "Honest  Abe"  which 
thousands  see  daily  as  they  pass 
Mr.  Vittor's  studio  at  2565  Fifth 
Ave. 

The  sculptor  had  a  different 
studio  when  he  began  work  on 
the  great  bust.  It  was  a  second- 
floor  room  at  1828  Fifth  Ave., 
then  a  rickety  old  building,  con- 
sidered unsafe,  and  the  most 
pathetic  thing  on  the  street. 

It  was  so  weak  that  timbers 

had  to  be  placed  in  the  first  floor 

to  hold  up  the  ton  of  clay  Mr. 

Vittor  used  to  model  the  bust. 

Weeks  of  Work 

A  bust  of  such  immense  pro- 
portions took  long  weeks  of 
work  before  it  was  finally  cast 
in  plaster.  Until  the  end  of  the 
war  it  was  exhibited  nationally 
to  help  sell  war  bonds. 

After  1918  it  lay  buried  among 
other  works  in  the  basement  of 
the  sculptor's  workshop,  all  but 
forgotten. 

Th°n     in     1933.     Charles     C. 
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SCULPTOR  AND  HIS  WORK— Frank  Vittor  puts  loving 
final  touches  on  his  great  Lincoln  bust  which  will  be  cast 
in  bronze  and  set  up  in  Washington  a  year  from  today. 


"Buck"  McGovern  got  the  idea 
of  exhibiting  the  work  at  the 
County  Fair,  which  he  was  vig- 
orously helping  to  build  up  at 
South  Park. 

Shown  Five  Years 
Thousands    saw    it    there    for 
five   years,   since   when   it   has 
been   in   the   workshop   window 
on  Penn  Ave. 


Recently  A.  G.  Trimble,  vice 
president  of  the  National  Flag 
Assn.,  became  interested  in  the 
bust,  and  arranged  for  it  to  be 
placed  in  the  Lincoln  Museum. 

It  will  be  cast  in  bronze,  and 
placed  on  a  base  of  Kentucky 
lumber,  reminiscent  of  the  hero's 
birthDlace. 
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Sun-Telegraph    Photo    by    Ed    Salamony. 

TO  GO  TO  MUSEUM  .  .  .  Frank  Vittor  with  his 
famous  bust  of  Abe  Lincoln  which  will  go  to  the  Lincoln 
National  Museum,  Washington,  a  year  from  today.  A 
bronze  casting  of  the  bust,  only  one  to  be  made,  will  be 
made  in  New  York  during  next  few  months.  The  bust 
completed  in  1918,  was  exhibited  from  '33  to  '37  at  the 
County  Fairs  here.  Vittor  was  once  offered  $18,000  for 
the  bust,  but  always  wanted  it  in  a  permanent  collection. 
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